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‘ CLASSIFICATION.BZCTEE . .
COUNTRY East Germany REPORT

TOPIC Koothen Alrfield

EVALUATION _PILACE OBTAINED ‘ \

DATE OF CONTEVTL
DATE OBTAINED \E PREPARED__> Octobsr 1954

REFERENCES

PAGES —.—_._B _ ENCLOSURES (NO. & TYPE}

REMARKS » This is UNEVALUATED |
, Information |

1. The following air sctivity and aireraft were observed at Koethen
airfield between 18 August and 2 September 19543

18 August. Between 1230 and 1600, MiG-15s and U-}iG-15s made local
flights and formation flights inm spread-out form:tions of two and
four at an altitude of about 2,000 meters., Some of the aircraft
disappeared from view while flying in various directions, At about
1600, air activity was discontinued. Ths aircraft texied to the
hangars north of the runway and parked there. Nine MiG-15s and
U-MiG-15s8 were counted in front of each hangar. A total of 27
aircraft were observed at the field. '

. 20 August, Between 0800 and 1200, no air activity was observed
although the weather was favorable, A total of 22 jet fighters
were counted at the field,

26 _August, Between 0900 and 1500, there was air activity during
favorable weather. Four alert jet fighters werse parked at the
rupway, At 0900, 12 MiG-15s and U-liG=15s with awiliary fusl
tanks took off in elements of two in rapid succession, There was '
an interval of about 1,000 meters between the individual elements,
~ At an altitude of 500 to 600 meters, two eloments each assembled
in a formation and practiced cross-country flights for about
45 minutes, The landingswere made individually, At 0950, 5 MiG-158
and U-MiG-15s took off at intervals of about 10 minutes end
practiced driving. Each aircraft practiced for about 20 minutes
and made 3 dives at a steep angle from an altitude of about 2,000
rneters, Botween 1115 and 1300, air-to-air [iring was heard from
ths apes east of Koethen, The sleeve targst waes towed by a MiG-15
which tock off at 1115, Subsequently, 15 individual take-offs were
made by MiG-158 and U-MiG~15s at intervals of 35 to 7 minutes, These
aireraft protably practiced firing at the slseve target. At 1120,
4 MiG-15s and U-MiG-15s took off at intervals of about 50 meters,
assembled in formation and made a cross-country f£light, One
formation of 4 aireraft landed at 1300,
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27 Auzust. At 1030, individual flizhis were made by 4iG-15s and

S A= Salari-g
U-MiG~15s. One jet fighter towved a slesve target,

' Four iiG=-15s and U-MiG~15s wsre parked in front of the eastern

hangars,

i
2 September. Beginning at 0930, 8 jet fighters took off in 4
elements of two at intervals of 10 minutes, All of the aircraft
were fitted with auxiliary fuel tsnks and headed north at an
altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 meters., After 90 minutes, 6 jet
fighters landed individually. During the landing, the Kniferest-
~type radar set made slow and irregular reciprocating movements,
About 1000, 2 U-lMiG=15s were being towed by a truck out of the
hangar to the %ake~off voint. The aircraft individually took cff
at intervals of about 4 minutes. They made aercbatics, alternately
rolls and steep banked turns, near the field and at an altitude
of 1,500 to 2,000 meters, After 30 minutes, the 2 aireraft landed
at an intarval of aboul 2 minutes, Source observed that one
aircraft which approached for landing hed an antcnna mast, about
50 cm long and pointing laterally upward at the rear end of the
cabin rcof, The antenna was strung to the upper edge of the
rudder assembly. At 1130, 8 jet fisghters took off in elsments of
two with an interval of 2 to 3 minutes between the individual elements,
The aircraft assembled in formations of four and climbed to high
altitudes while developinz vapor trails, Their landings were not
observed. About 1700, 8 iG-15s and U-iiG-15s again took off in
elements 2f two, The aircraft made the same flights as previcusly
observed.

The followin:; radio installations and rader stations were observed:

18 August. Two radio installations of which one was located betwsen
the aircraft revetments north of the rumway and thepther one in
front of the webtern hangar,

27 August, The two radio installations were no longer observed,

A radio installation with one mest, about 15 meters hizgh and braced
by 3 guy wires, was seen for the first time in the southern section
of the field, about 500 meters west of the AA sun emplacement,

Two radio trucks were parked at the take-off point,

2 Seotember, The previously observed radic and radar stations had
chenged their location, The model AAL MK3 radaer set was lozated 50
to 80 meters west of the "A gun emplacement on the southern edge
of the field, A shed was erescted to protect the front portion of
the radio truck, while the rear vortion of the truck including the
antenna vrojected from the temporary building., A Fishnet-type radar
set and a Kniferest~type rader set were seen in the area of the
aircraft revetments on the southern edge cf the field, About 1030,
a radlo instdllation with one mast was observed about 100 meters
vest of the Knifcrest»type radar s=i, The mast was about 15 meters
high and braced by 3 guy wires. The installation was removed after
the landings of 8 MiG-15s or U-¥10-15s. The new location of the
radio installation could not be determined,*

On 18 August and 2 Septembher, the AA gun emplacement in the south~
eastern corner of the fleld was still oceupiled,
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On 2 September, about 3 alrcrsft dummies, apparently made of wood,
were sean betwsen the sastern hangars. The dummies were built like
a.model MiG-15 without landing jear, They reuained at the sume
places all the time,

6n

.

The following air acnrvxty and alreraft ware obse:wed at the .Lleld
betueen 25 /\ugust and 10 September:

25 August, Between 1230 and 1240, there was intensive sir activity
at the field, The take-offs viere made in the wind iirection. A total
of 5 take~offs and 7 landings were observed, Some ulreraft flew

in a northeasterly direction, At 1645, intensive air activity was
observed, Three rudio trucks were parked near the aircraft revetments
in the northern section of the lahﬁinp fields The number of MiG-15s
and U-Mi{G-158 had apparently increused, Jyrin: the air activity, at
1300, 39 jet fighters were observed parked at +he field. A singlew
~cneine low-wing monnplane, 1 single~emine blplane and 2 aircraft
without rudders were seen in front of the easterrn hangars.

26_Augus ‘c., Between 0645 and 1400, flying was vracti ced, £1t1630, no
air activity was observed and 12 jet fishters were parked in i‘ront
of the eastern hangar and a larger number of such aireraft were
ssen in front of the western h:m AT, :

27 Auzust. Between 1645 ond 1700, there was only little air activity.
About 1700, ell the sircrafi had landed, Tiring a’ towed sleeve targets
was practiced, One !iG-15 or U-~i{iG~15 dropped a sleeve target befcrs
landing, Three additisnal jet fighters landed with their sleeve
targets, A total of 22 aircraf% were parked in front of the hangars.

September. 3etween 1245 and 1510, there wes air activity by MiG-13s
and U~-MiG-158, At 1400, a MiG~15 with the No 312 landed coming from
the east, Air activity continued although the radio trucks left
the northeastern corner of the field. Six take-offs and 7 landings
were still obeerved, After taking off, the aireraft mide a large left
bank and then headed east, Most of the lunding aircraft crossed the
field &t a low altitude, made 2 curve znd fthen landed. Sevanteen
1M4G-155 or U-iiG-15s were obhserved in front of the eastern hangars.
Five MiG-15s, probably dummies, were seen between the aireraft
revetments and the westerrmost hangar for several days,

8 September. Netween 1130 and 1345, only 1little alr activity was
obser’ved Between 1230 and 1255, 3 landings were mcede. About 1345,
Mit-158 or U-MiG-l5s landed at the fizld and vere immediately

towed toward the esstern hangars. The field was ococupled by =
large number of aircraft, Two I'H.Gwl’jﬁl

Four or 5 men worked on the circraft. Twe tank Trucks and
rucks vere parked between the revetments. Additional jeh fighters
observed inclvded é which were parked parallel tn the runwav and
with their noges pointing Yo the souths
‘ 17 in front of the
eastern hanjar; and & in ons row n Iront of the western
hangar, The number of jet {ig htmr" parked infront of the eastern

hangars was increased to 22 a‘fou 14700, At 1630, the weather deteriorated
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and it began Yo rain. Adr activity was discontinued and most of the
alrcraft were parked in the hangars, The radio trucks left their
lccations in the northeastern corner of the field after a red
ground signal had been fired, The sentries previously posted nesr
the gap in the fence of the flying lane were withdrawn., 4 total

of 16 MiG-15s and U-ifiG-15s were observed in front of the eastern
hangars. The 5 i4iG~15s which were believed to be dummies were still
seen from the western hangara3 About 200, intensive air activity
was observed. The weather had become better. One aireraft flew in
the beams of a searchlight at an altitude of about 2,000 meters,
Another aircraft with set position lights follwed and was staggered
to the side. The former alrcraft flew without position lights and
gave. siznals with its landing lamp as soon as the beans of the
searchlight lost the plune, Three searchlights were involved in the
exercise, Toward the evening, th - searchlizhts had taken position
in the northeastern corner of the field; east und west of the
field, There were no permanent emplacemenis,

10 Septeuber, No air activity was observed at 0700, Twelve MiG~15s
and U-MiG-15s were parked in the eastern section of the landing
field. The radio trucks in the northeastern corner of the field

were apparently not. in operation., It appeared that the aircraft

and vehicles had been left there after nisht flying activity., The
gates of all hangars were closed, At 0750, a green ground signal was
fired near the radio trucks iun the northeastern corner, About 40
soldiers stood individuelly and in groups eround the 12 11G-153,The
first HiG-15 or U-iiiG=15 took off at about 0745, and hezaded toward
the nartheast. At 1645, two radio trueks were parked in the northeastern
corner, Nineteen MiG-1l5s and U-{iG-15s were seeu in front of the
eastern hangars, Power test runs werg conducted on the aircraft,

At 1745, a Li-2 landed at the field,®

The following radio and radar installations were observed at the
field between 26 August and 8 Septembers

26_August. A radio truck with an extended umbrella-type antenna was
parked at the northern edge of the field near the air waft
revetmente, About 50 meters east of the truck was anothsr radic
truck with a rod antenna and another 80 meters eastward wes a third
radio set with a rod antenra, ‘

27 Ausust, Three radio trucks were §arked on the southern edge of
the landing field at intervals of %0 and 80 meters, One umbrella-type
antenna and 2 rod antennas were ldentified, :

3 and 8 September. A radio truck with an umbrella-type antznna was
located in the southern ssction; near the middle of the landing
field, 5 to 10 meters from the fence, About 12 meters east of the
truck wes a trailer, about 2.5 meters long and with the boards at

one side being lowered. Abcut 20 to 25 meters east of the tuwo
vehicles was a group of 3 vehlcles which were arranged frowm west:

to eaust. A Fishnet-type antems was seen 1.5 meters from one vehicle.
At distances of 10, 5C and 70 meters to the east were a Kniferest- -
type set, a radio truck with a rod antemna and a model AAL MK3

radar set respectively. A1l the vehicles seemed to be stationary as
they did not leave their locatioms when air activity was discontinued,2
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On 26 and 27 August, soldiers were engazed in excavation vork near
tha new building southeast of the airfizid, next to the aireraft
revetments, On 11 September, a rectangulsr area, about 10x12 meters,
wag being excavated and sibsequently rammed about 40 meters sast

of the new bullding which was located northeast of the ammunition
dump and in line with the radio znd radar sets at the scuthern

edge of the field.

An octagonal frame with a 1id but without bottom had bzen built in
a joiner®s workshop by. 11 September, A glass plate was o be put
into the frame, which apparently would serve as the top section of
a table which could be 1ighted from underneath the glass. The air
foree officer who picked up the frame at the joiner's workshop
stated that the pane would be marked with letters.®

Mnent., The increased number of MiG-15s and U-MiG-15s at
Koethen airfield confirms that two regiments are located there.
In late July 1954, the fighter or reconnaissancs regiuent from
Welzow was trinsferred to Koethen, Alr activity observed was carried
out aleng the usual pattern; in particular, formation flights by
up to 8 aircraft were made, Alr activity observed on 2 Septembar
confirms the cooperation betuveen aircraeft and the Kniferast-type
radar set, ‘

Comment. TFor locaticn sketch of radio and radar installations
as of early September, see Anmex 1, Prior to early April, a Token-iype
set had temporarily been located on the Petersberg about 15 km -
south of Kosthen airfield in sddition to the Kniferest~type and
Fishnet-type radar sets. The present location of this set is not
known,

Comment. The aircraft dummies which were observed by both
sources at various placss of the field had been mentioned for the
first time in a previous report. | | o The
purpose of these dummies has not as yet been determined.

l:wl:_(?gmmento The' new building is probably to serve as day room
e personnel of the alert flight, | |
The purposs of the reported excavation is still urdmoun,

Comment, For sketch of frame with 1id, see Amnex 2, The
frame is probably to serve &3 top portion of a map table previou@l\r
reported by the same source,
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Koathen Alrfield
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. Kniferest-type radar set.

Hangar area.

Shramelproof aircraft revetments.

Area frequently used for the parking of aireraft.

Alert flighto . ,

New bullding, probably used as alert shack for personnel of eleri
flight,

Ammunition dump. ’

AA gun emplacements.

Tents belonging to AA gun emplacements,
Radlo truck with umbrella~type antenne.

Fishnet-type radar setb,
Radio truck with rod antenna.

Model AAL MK3 radar set.

Fence, 0
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Piame with Lid Codered for Keethen airficld

Octagonal frame with hinged 1id and withoub holtom, A gless plate
ig to ke fitted into the frame, The pane iz probably to be mavked
with letters. '
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